LEARNING   TO   READ   AND   WRITE

sentences describing their activities with the ball, e.g.
"Tom tossed the ball.53 "John caught it." The use of
the children's names is a great stimulus to interest in
reading, for every child likes to find its own name in
print.

Week by week, then, these children will build up their
own home-made reading books in a loose cover. Books
such as these are much cherished by the children, are
read over and over again, and often stimulate interest
in reading when all other means have failed.

After the children have made one or two little books
in this way, they will be ready for a simple printed book
which deals with the same ideas and has approximately
the same vocabulary, e.g. Happy Way to Reading, Intro-
ductory Reader.

Finally, if time allows, the teacher will take a lesson
with the middle group, or, alternatively, they will be
her first care on the following day.

Group II can use the same book as Group I, but
in the case of this group it will usually be necessary to
prepare the first few sentences on strips of cardboard
(this must, of course, be done before the lesson). These
sentence strips are presented one at a time, read by the
children with the teacher's help, and then arranged in
order on the blackboard. A little time should be spent
on the recognition of separate words, e.g. "window,"
"sun," "bed," "children." The children will then
open the books and find the same sentences on the first
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